Human leukocyte antigen and the allocation of kidneys from cadaver donors in the United Kingdom.
The national scheme currently used for the allocation of cadaver kidneys in the United Kingdom includes factors demonstrated to improve transplant outcome and promote equity in organ allocation. Introduced in 1998, the scheme is based on human leukocyte antigen matching, gives priority to children and highly sensitized patients, and incorporates features to assist transplantation in patients who are difficult to match. The scheme is open and transparent and subject to continuous audit and review to address any inequities in access to transplant that become apparent.